
1807 Britain declares slave trade illegal

1833 Slavery is abolished throughout the British Empire

1787 Society for the Abolition of the Slave Trade founded

1789 Publication of Olaudah Equiano’s autobiography

1791 Wilberforce’s first Abolition Bill rejected by Parliament
1792 Britain’s busiest slave trading year

1795/6 Fédon’s Revolt in Grenada

1760 �Glasgow becomes the main British tobacco importer

1760 �Tacky’s Revolt

1767 �Granville Sharp begins legal challenges to British  
slave trade with Jonathan Strong case

1672 The Royal African Company is formed

1707 �Act of Union – Scotland gains formal access  
to the Atlantic slave trade

1713 Britain gains the Asiento

Atlantic slave trade: investigating primary sources
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	�Find out more about this topic  
www.nms.ac.uk/slavetraderesources


