
 

We hope that you enjoy our Monkey Business exhibition. Here are a few hints and 

tips for you as you take your class around.  

Preparing for your visit: 

Visit our exhibition page to find out more information before your visit. 

http://www.nms.ac.uk/national-museum-of-scotland/whats-on/monkey-business/  

Read our fact pack available online. http://www.nms.ac.uk/media/1153281/monkey-

business-fact-pack-schools.pdf 

Important points: 

Its fine to take pictures inside the exhibition, but please turn off the flash as 

it can damage our specimens. You are also welcome to take notes so feel 

free to bring in pencils and paper. Please do not bring any food or drink 

into the exhibition. 

Some of the areas in the exhibition are quite narrow 

so you might want to split your class into smaller 

groups as you go through.  

There is a soundscape so be aware you will hear 

jungle noises as you go through.  

Watch out! Our walls are not solid. They are made 

of material so please don’t lean on them. 

The exhibition is spilt into four sections:  

• ‘Come and meet the relatives’ looks at the primate family and human’s place 

in it.  

• ‘Adapted for life’ looks at various adaptations including feeding and moving. 

• ‘Social climbers’ looks at how primates interact with each other. 

• ‘Primates today’ focuses on threats and conservation.  
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Activities in the exhibition 

Throughout the exhibition you will find 10 top trump posters on 

different primates. Challenge your class to find them all.   

 

 

We have a jungle gym to test your movement skills however 

there are a few rules for your safety.  

 Children should be supervised at all times.  

 No more than 5 children at a time.  

 Only suitable for children aged 4-15.  

 No climbing on the top of the apparatus.  

 

There is also a termite mound where you can fish for 

termites like a chimpanzee. Turns take 45 seconds and two 

children can play at a time.  

 

There are plenty of touchscreens to interact with as you go around the exhibition.  

You can identify the objects in the cases by looking at the fact files nearby on the 

wall. They have pictures to help you.  

 

 

Text is accessible and suitable for children 

aged P4 and above to read. There are also 

large print labels available.  

There are two areas to sit and watch short 

films.  

All of our specimens have been ethically 

sourced for this exhibition.  



After your visit: 

As a follow up to your visit, back in class you could: 

 Find out which primate you are, by taking our quiz 

http://www.nms.ac.uk/explore/games/which-primate-are-you/  

 Pick a primate that you saw today, can you write a story about a day in their 

life?  

 Play our online game Monkey Business Luch 

http://www.nms.ac.uk/explore/games/monkey-business-lunch/. Can you feed 

all the primates the correct food, avoiding the venus fly traps? This game was 

based on ideas and drawings by pupils in class P4W at Trinity Primary School 

in Edinburgh.  

 Think about the last part of the exhibition. Have a class discussion about how 

you can help to protect some of our most endangered primates.  
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