
 

 
 

Art & Design for schools 
at the National Museums Scotland 

 
Photography, Art & Design & sessions for teachers 

 
 

Photography: A Victorian Sensation 
Location: National Museum of Scotland, Edinburgh 
Level: S1–S6  
Cost: £3 per pupil, 1 adult free with every 5 pupils 
Length of session: 90 minute visit at 10:30, 12:00 or 13:30 
Pupil numbers: Max 30 pupils per group 
Dates available: 17 Aug–22 Nov 2015 

 
Visit Photography: A Victorian Sensation with your pupils to 
meet the pioneers of photography and discover how the 
Victorian craze for the photograph transformed the way we 
capture images today. Get swept up in the collecting craze of 
the carte-de-visite and discover the fascinating stories of the 
people behind the pictures, including Hill and Adamson’s 
beautiful images of Victorian Edinburgh. Notes and 
suggested activities for teachers are available.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
Fashion Photography  
Location: National Museum of Scotland, 
Edinburgh 
Level: Higher Photography or Art & Design 
Cost: £10 per pupil 
Length of workshop: 2 days, day 1 10:30–
15:30, day 2 12:30–15:30 
Pupil numbers: Max 10 students per day 

Dates available: 

Mon 28, Tue 29, Wed 30 Sep & Thu 1 Oct 2015 

(5hrs) at the National Museum of Scotland 
Mon 5–Thu 8 Oct 2015 (3hrs) at Stills 
 
Learn the skills you need to prepare for your own fashion shoot with one day at the museum 
and an afternoon at Stills: Centre for Photography. Work with professional photographers from 
Stills to explore approaches to lighting, composition and styling.  
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Pupils will: 

 Be given opportunities to shape their own learning through selecting the location of their 
shoot and the styling of their models 

 Have unique access to a range of costumes and props from the museum handling 
collections to use in their photographs 

 Become familiar with the latest photography equipment, provided by Stills, such as Digital 
SLR cameras (Canon 600D) and studio lighting equipment (Bowens Flash units) 

 Work with a professional photographer to create studio and environmental shots 

 Develop ICT skills using iMac workstations with Adobe Photoshop (CS6) and Lightroom  

 Engage with future career opportunities by working with experienced photographers and in 
professional environments 

 Have their final work curated and exhibited at the National Museum of Scotland, be invited 
to the opening, and receive their printed photograph afterwards (date for opening will be 
confirmed with schools signed up to take part) 

 
Each pupil will also receive a free day pass which allows them to use Stills’ facilities for free 
providing them with access to a range of professional equipment and the latest technology in a 
friendly and comfortable environment.  For more information about Stills, see www.stills.org  
 
Jewellery Handling Box 
Location: National Museum of Scotland, Edinburgh 
Level: S5/6 (Higher photography or Art & Design)  
Cost: FREE 
Length of workshop: Flexible between 45 and 75 minutes  
Pupil numbers: Max 32 pupils per group 

Dates available: Throughout the year, please get in touch to check availability  

 

Explore contemporary jewellery close up with our jewellery handling box. This collection 

contains 23 pieces of contemporary jewellery and also technique samples. Pupils can evaluate 

how the jewellery is made, investigate the materials, speculate the concept behind it and try 

wearing each piece. This collection spans from the late 1990s to the early 2010s.  

 

Included in the box are: 

 23 pieces of contemporary jewellery 

 Makers and jewellery pieces booklet 

 Films exploring different creative 

processes and techniques 

 Discussion cards 

 18 pieces exploring different techniques 

 Technique sample booklet 

 Keyword glossary 

 Activity booklet  

 

The handling notes and the activity booklet are available to use before your visit. This 

collection can be used as an art and design resource or as a resource for photography 

students to take pictures within the museum.  

http://www.stills.org/


Adult Talks Programme: Free Entry for Teachers/Senior Pupils 
Location: National Museum of Scotland, Edinburgh 
Level: Teachers & S5–S6 pupils 
Cost: Free 
Dates available: Available throughout the year 
 
We now offer free tickets for teachers and senior pupils to our adult talks programme at the 
National Museum of Scotland. Tickets must be booked in advance and all pupil tickets must be 
reserved by their teacher. Senior pupils over age 16 can attend unaccompanied.   
 
Upcoming talks include: 
 
Spotlight on: Photography: A Victorian Sensation, Thu 9 Jul, 14:00–15:00 
Curator Dr Alison Morrison-Low introduces the pioneers of photography and discusses how 
the Victorians craze for the photograph transformed the way we capture images today.  
 
To request your free ticket, please email schools@nms.ac.uk  
 

For details of the latest ticket offers for teachers visit www.nms.ac.uk/schools and select the 

‘Teachers’ tab.  

 

Art in the Museum 

Location: National Museum of Scotland, National Museum of Rural Life, National Museum of 

Flight & National War Museum 
Level: S1–S6 
Cost: FREE 
Pupil numbers: 1 adult with every 10 pupils 

Dates available: Throughout the year, please get in touch to check availability 

 

Visit any of our museums free of charge to sketch, draw or photograph our collections.  

 
More Information and Booking 
Bookings for 2015-16 will open on 17 August 2015. Before then, you can complete an online 
booking request form at www.nms.ac.uk/schoolbooking 
Please note, your booking will not be confirmed until after 17 August 2015.  
 
For further information or if you have any questions, contact schools@nms.ac.uk   
 
For further information and to access a range of resources, visit www.nms.ac.uk/schools 

mailto:schools@nms.ac.uk
http://www.nms.ac.uk/schools
http://www.nms.ac.uk/schoolbooking
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