
Guidelines for vising our ten new galleries with your classes 
 

In July, ten new galleries opened at the National Museum of Scotland on Art, 
Design, Fashion, Science and Technology. This overview helps you plan your 
visit and recommends some highlights to see. You can also download a map. 
 
The galleries marked with a (p) are particularly suitable for primary pupils. Those 
with an (s) are suitable for secondary pupils.  
 
Level 1  
 
Fashion and Style (p) (s) 
Centuries of creativity and innovation in textiles and fashion. Pupils of all ages 
will love the shoe display. 
 
Explore (p) (s) 
A hands-on, interactive introduction to the world of science. We recommend you 
visit Dolly the sheep – our most asked about object in the whole museum! 
 

 The Formula 1 car is £1 a time. Please let your pupils and adult helpers 
know this before they enter the gallery. 

 Explore is aimed at Primary 3 pupils and up. Some of the interactives will 
be too big for younger children and it can get very busy with older school 
groups during busy times.  

 
Making It (s) 
How manufacturing and engineering have changed our lives. Make sure you 
don’t miss the Jacquard loom.  
 
Level 3 
 
Making and Creating (s) 
Discover the techniques and inspirations behind the work of artists, makers and 
designers. Your class will enjoy looking at the chairs of different designs, 
including one which has been grown into shape. 
 
Toilets are between the Making and Creating & Technology by Design galleries. 
 
Technology by Design (p) (s) 
Problems solved by innovative design and technology. This gallery is great for 
discovering more about the Forth Bridges.  
 
Communicate (p) (s) 
Telecommunications from semaphore to smart phones. Our range of old phone 
boxes are proving really popular and are a great photo opportunity.  
 

http://www.nms.ac.uk/trails


Level 5 
 
Art of Living (s) 
Stunning examples of decorative art as expressions of beauty, taste, power and 
devotion. Make sure you see the huge table carpet in the centre of this gallery. 
 
Design for Living (p) (s) 
Ideas that shaped a century of design, from the Great Exhibition to the Festival of 
Britain. Make sure you don’t miss the Panoramic Wallpaper, an exciting survival 
from the 1800s.  
 
Enquire (s) 
How scientists have tackled life’s biggest questions. The section on CERN and 
the copper cavity is a must-see in this gallery! 
 
In Enquire, you can also find our autopsy table. This contains images and 
medical scans taken from real life case studies, including one person who died 
due to their injuries.  
 
Energise (p) (s) 
The sources, generation and use of energy. Your pupils will love making waves 
in our huge wave tank.  
 
In the centre of the gallery is our popular energy wheel which pupils can run on to 
generate electricity. When using the energy wheel, please ensure: 

 Children are supervised  

 Only one child at a time uses the wheel 

 Pupils keep their shoes on and wear suitable footwear 

 Children don’t try to swing from or push round the wheel with their hands 
A full risk assessment for the energy wheel is available on request.  
 
Make Digital Discoveries 
 
Discover more about our galleries online: Art, Design and Fashion or Science 
and Technology  
 
Find our biomedical collections on each of the three levels of Science and 
Technology, on the wall nearest the Art and Design galleries. Play our new game 
Gen online http://www.nms.ac.uk/gen 
 
Discover more about our fashion collections via our new mobile experience. 
Consider Mode your portable fashion guide www.nms.ac.uk/mode 
 
We’d love to hear your recommendations! Email schools@nms.ac.uk or tweet us 
@NtlMuseumsScot  

http://www.nms.ac.uk/national-museum-of-scotland/discover-the-museum/art-design-and-fashion/
http://www.nms.ac.uk/national-museum-of-scotland/discover-the-museum/science-and-technology/
http://www.nms.ac.uk/national-museum-of-scotland/discover-the-museum/science-and-technology/
http://www.nms.ac.uk/gen
http://www.nms.ac.uk/mode
mailto:schools@nms.ac.uk
https://twitter.com/ntlmuseumsscot

