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Wildlife Photographer of the Year
Teacher & Adult Helper Notes
Introduction
Wildlife Photographer of the Year is the most prestigious photography event of its kind. For more than 50 years it 
has showcased the very best in nature photography and presented the beauty and drama of the natural world, from 
fascinating animal behaviours to breath-taking wild landscapes.

The competition launched in 1965 with 361 entries. In this, its 53rd year, it has received almost 50,000 entries from 
amateur and professional photographers from 92 countries, highlighting its enduring global appeal.

On loan from the Natural History Museum in London, this world-renowned touring exhibition features acclaimed 
photographs displayed on large-format, backlit panels, as they are at the Natural History Museum’s own exhibition 
showing. Learn how the photographers captured their award-winning images, and come face-to-face with some of 
nature’s most astonishing and challenging sights.

Visiting the exhibition
(Please share this information with your adult helpers)

Important information

• Food and drink is not permitted.
• Photography is not allowed.
• You will enter and exit via different doors. Please exit via the door at the end of the exhibition

to assist with visitor flow.
• Timeslots for visiting the exhibition are 60 minutes, unless otherwise stated on your booking.

Please adhere to your time slot.
• The exhibition is a dark environment. Please remind your pupils to take their time when moving

around the space.
• The exhibition has a continuous background soundtrack which contains animal and nature noises.
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After your visit 
Following your visit to the exhibition, there are a number of online resources you may wish to use with your class:

Natural History Museum website 
The Natural History Museum has a range of further information and resources about the Competition on their website, 
including details of how to enter next year.
nhm.ac.uk/visit/wpy.html

Wild Scotland Photo Challenge 
Join our Photo Challenge and help us celebrate Scotland’s wildlife in all its beauty and diversity.

Inspired by the Wildlife Photographer of the Year exhibition, the Wild Scotland Photo Challenge is a chance to get out, 
explore and celebrate the flora, fauna and diverse rural and urban environments found in Scotland.

To join the challenge, simply upload your photo to Instagram or Twitter using the hashtag #WildScotlandChallenge 
and the hashtag for the current theme.

The challenge runs from Friday 19 January – Sunday 29 April 2018 and is open to anyone aged 13+.
nms.ac.uk/national-museum-of-scotland/whats-on/wildlife-photographer-of-the-year/wild-scotland-photo-challenge/ 

Questions or feedback?
If you have any questions, comments or feedback, please get in touch with us. We’d also love to see any work your 
class produces after visiting the exhibition:
schools@nms.ac.uk 
@NtlMuseumsScot
 #WPY53

The exhibition
The exhibition contains photographs over six different areas:

•Young Photographers
•Diversity
•Portraits
•Environments
•Documentary
•Overall Winners

In each section, the photographs are shown on backlit panels. Under each, there is information about the content, the 
photographer, a map showing where the photograph was taken and technical information including the type of camera 
which was used. 

Halfway through the exhibition there is a short slideshow, with seating, showing an additional 25 images which are part 
of a People’s Choice vote which is open until 5 February 2018.

Due to the dark environment, we would advise you not to ask your pupils to draw or write during their visit to the 
exhibition. If you would like to incorporate this into your visit to us, you could visit our Natural World galleries 
where writing, drawing and photography are permitted. Let us know beforehand if your pupils are planning to take 
photographs elsewhere in the museum and we can provide you with the required permits. 

The final section of the exhibition contains images of animals who have been killed or harmed by humans. If you would 
like to view this beforehand visit:  
nhm.ac.uk/visit/wpy/gallery/2017/images/wildlife-photographer-of-the-year/5281/memorial-to-a-species.html

nhm.ac.uk/visit/wpy/gallery/2017/images/the-wildlife-photojournalist-award-story/5239/last-glance.html

nhm.ac.uk/visit/wpy/gallery/2017/images/the-wildlife-photojournalist-award-single-image/5231/the-bird-rack.html

http://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit/wpy/gallery/2017/images/wildlife-photographer-of-the-year/5281/memorial-to-a-species.html
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit/wpy/gallery/2017/images/the-wildlife-photojournalist-award-story/5239/last-glance.html
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit/wpy/gallery/2017/images/the-wildlife-photojournalist-award-single-image/5231/the-bird-rack.html
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit/wpy.html
http://www.nms.ac.uk/national-museum-of-scotland/whats-on/wildlife-photographer-of-the-year/wild-scotland-photo-challenge/



