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Introduction
Discover the story of Scottish pop music as we take you on a musical journey from the 1950s to the present day.  
This is the first major exhibition dedicated to Scottish pop music, exploring the musical culture of the nation over 
more than half a century, from influential indie pioneers to global superstars.

From the days of the dancehalls and folk clubs to the emergence of pop in an explosion of colour in the 1960s,  
through the 1970s/early 1980s New Wave and post-punk, Rip It Up features global stars and independent local 
heroes from pop’s early days right up to today’s outstanding newcomers.

Artists and bands featured include Lonnie Donegan, Gerry Rafferty, the Sensational Alex Harvey Band, Lulu, The Rezillos, 
Midge Ure, Simple Minds, The Skids, Big Country, Garbage, Franz Ferdinand, Young Fathers, and many more. The 
exhibition contains original stage outfits and instruments, many loaned by the artists themselves, plus memorabilia, 
props, film, videos and, of course, music.

1. Visiting the exhibition
Important information (Ensure each teacher/adult accompanying the group reads this information beforehand)

• In the Scottish Voices section of this exhibition, there is a display on the band Frightened Rabbit and the recent 
death of their lead singer Scott Hutchison. If you, or any pupils visiting with you, are affected by the issues 
discussed in this display, please visit samh.org.uk/find-help

• This exhibition contains two instances of swearing. Please consider if this is appropriate
for your class before booking.

• Food and drink are not permitted.
• Photography is not allowed.
• You will enter and exit via different doors. Please exit via the door at the end of the exhibition

to assist with visitor flow.
• The final section of the exhibition is a live music experience. We suggest gathering your group

together and entering this space together.
• Time slots for visiting the exhibition are 90 minutes, unless otherwise stated on your booking.

Please adhere to your time slot.
• Parts of the exhibition are quite dimly lit. Please remind your pupils to take their time when

moving around the space.
• The exhibition has background music, sound, flashing lights, and moving images throughout. 

www.samh.org.uk/find-help
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2.  Exhibition content
The exhibition is split into five sections:

Roots
This key section sets the scene, with a look at the artists and bands which helped shape Scottish pop music. It will 
provide a nostalgic introduction for older visitors, as well as being informative to younger visitors about the influences 
on later musical developments. It also gives some insight into the social and cultural influences on bands, artists and 
young people; the growth of pop music as part of wider youth culture as a result post war affluence and baby boomer 
generation, from the dance halls of the 1950s and 1960s to the stadia of today. The artists featured here all found 
success away from Scotland, either moving to London to be part of the music industry, or their families were part of the 
post-war emigration and international Scottish diaspora.

Key artists included in this section:
• Lonnie Donegan
• Sensational Alex Harvey Band
• Lulu
• Jack Bruce
• The Incredible String Band
• Gerry Rafferty
• The Corries
• AC/DC
• Rod Stewart 

Don’t miss 
The original 1950s jukebox and the touchscreens underneath where pupils can choose from 20 different artists’ 
songs to listen to, using four sets of headphones. Challenge pupils to find different instruments or styles.  

New Waves
The late 1970s saw a radical change in musical styles, with the emergence of a new era of Scottish music; these 
provided a contrast to the older generation of established stars. The DIY ethos of the era also saw the growth of new 
independent record labels and an outburst of creativity, energy and innovation which continued through the 1980s 
to the present day. As well as the artists, the managers of the record labels prove  vivid and articulate champions for 
Scottish music, sustaining a home-grown industry and developing prominent and influential artists many of whom have 
gone on to wider fame and success. This section also looks at the growth of the dance scene in the late 1980s.

Key artists included in this section:
• Skids
• The Rezillos
• Orange Juice
• Scars
• Altered Images
• Josef K
• Fire Engines
• The Pastels
• Jesus and Mary Chain
• Teenage Fanclub
• The Vaselines
• BMX Bandits
• Primal Scream
• Optimo DJs and club
• FiniTribe

Don’t miss  
The range of stage outfits and band iconography displayed in this section – what might this tell pupils about the 
performer without hearing their music? For an example compare The Rezillos’ PVC jumpsuit with Gerard Love’s (from  
Teenage Fan Club) Adidas jacket. 
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Going Global
Scotland has produced major international artists and stadium fillers over the past 40 years. The rise of the music video 
gave these artists an international profile. These bands and performers achieved great success on a wider, international 
stage across pop genres. Backed by the power of major record labels, they have established themselves as global stars. 
Their ‘Scottish-ness’ has been part of their appeal, though not their defining factor.

• Average White Band
• Nazareth
• Bay City Rollers
• Ian Anderson (Jethro Tull)
• Simple Minds
• Annie Lennox
• Midge Ure 
• Wet Wet Wet
• Shirley Manson
• Texas
• Franz Ferdinand
• KT Tunstall
• Biffy Clyro
• Paolo Nutini

Don’t miss 
The Hold On time machine from KT Tunstall’s music video. What do pupils think the time machine might  
sound like? What type of sounds might the different parts of the machine make?  

Scottish Voices
For a number of bands and performers, Scottish identity has been bound up with their music, whether it be their look, 
the accent they sing in, or the subject matter of their songs. The industrial decline and political climate of the 1980s and 
90s were reflected in socially and politically aware musical content. As The Proclaimers staked a claim on the Scottish 
accent, folk was undergoing another round of new transformations – involving ancient Scottish tongues. Acts like Runrig 
and Capercaillie pioneered a wave of folk-rock fusion performed in Gaelic – both reflecting and fuelling a burgeoning 
interest in Gaelic identity, language and learning. 

• The Proclaimers
• Karine Polwart
• Idlewild
• Runrig
• Capercaillie
• Frightened Rabbit
• James Yorkston
• Big Country
• Hue and Cry
• Deacon Blue
• Young Fathers
• Del Amitri
• Travis
• Belle and Sebastian
• Mogwai
• King Creosote
• Beta Band
• Chemikal Underground
• CaVa Sound

Don’t miss 
The poignant display of the Runrig CD from the Space Shuttle Columbia disaster as an opportunity to talk  
about how we relate experiences to particular songs – what songs do pupils have that remind them of times,  
places or people? 
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Live Music Experience
The live music experience features anthemic songs from a range of artists and lasts for around 10 minutes.  
It runs on a loop and includes:

• The Proclaimers
• Wet Wet Wet
• Eurythmics
• Simple Minds
• Franz Ferdinand
• Deacon Blue
• Paolo Nutini
• KT Tunstall
• Travis 
• Chvrches
• Ultravox
• Biffy Clyro
• Young Fathers

Don’t miss 
As you exit the exhibition, a display of album covers allows pupils to compare artistic styles of bands and 
performers and how they portray themselves on their album artwork.

3. Suggested activities within the exhibition 
Primary 
Curriculum links:  
I have listened to a range of music and can respond by discussing my thoughts and feelings. I can give and accept 
constructive comment on my own and others’ work. EXA 1-19a / EXA 2-19a 

I have listened to a range of music and can identify features and concepts. I can give constructive comments  
on my own and others’ work, including the work of professionals. EXA 3-19a 

Activity: 
Ask pupils to listen to a song (using the jukeboxes and films) in each of the five sections. Write down their thoughts 
 and feelings on each song and compare and contrast the range of instruments and rhythms used. 

How to start this in the exhibition: 
Use the opening film to let pupils hear a range of music clips and point out the difference between  
the Eurythmics’ Sweet Dreams and Lulu’s Shout.

Curriculum links:  
Inspired by a range of stimuli, and working on my own and/or with others, I can express and communicate my ideas, 
thoughts and feelings through musical activities. EXA 0-18a / EXA 1-18a / EXA 2-18a 

Activity: 
Challenge pupils, working in groups, to write their own song about their lives in Scotland, inspired by the exhibition. 

How to start this in the exhibition: 
Take pupils into the Roots section and show them the touchscreen underneath the jukebox where they can listen to a 
range of songs; point out the differences between Gerry Rafferty’s acoustic and Jack Bruce’s bass guitars, and contrast 
the stage outfits worn by Lulu and Alex Harvey. Then move through each section together, but with pupils being able to 
take notes and think up ideas in their groups.
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You can also ask pupils to:
• Read original lyrics from bands within the New Waves section to provide inspiration on how to construct  

a song into a chorus and verses 
• Look at the costumes and stage sets in the Going Global section to decide what tone their song would take  

and how they would represent this through performance
• Read the stories and watch the film in the Scottish Voices section to decide how their lyrics will be sung –  

in their own accent, using a voice changer, or another way
• Throughout the exhibition, think about the range of instruments they see and hear which they would  

like to include in their song

Secondary 
Music and Scottish Studies

Curriculum Links: 
Music (National Qualification 5, Higher)

• (Higher) Knowledge and understanding of music literacy and a range of music styles and concepts 
• (NQ 5) Build on and extend their knowledge and understanding of music and influences on music

Scottish Studies (National Qualifications 3-5, Higher)
• Understanding Music with a Scottish Context 

Activity: 
Ask pupils to identify social and cultural factors which have influenced the development of specific Scottish music styles 
within the exhibition. You can differentiate this question depending on the level the pupils are working towards. 

How to start this in the exhibition:
Use the first display in the exhibition, featuring a record player, as an example of how to answer the question.  
This focuses on the beginnings of teenage culture in the 1950s when chart music was at the forefront of the reaction 
against austerity and conservatism, alongside the end of rationing and the rise of dance halls.

Pupils’ answers may include:
• After the Second World War, a return to traditional ballads and songs saw the rise of bands like  

The Incredible String Band who merged folk, world music and psychedelic influences. 
• In the 1970s, more independent record labels in Scotland led to a rise in local bands with more varied styles  

of music. Recording technology also changed, allowing the development of more studios in Scotland. 
• In the mid-1970s, young people’s dissatisfaction and anger at conservatism in music and politics  

led to the rise of punk at the time.
• In the 1980s, industrial decline in Scotland, alongside discussion around devolution and independence,  

allowed bands such as the Proclaimers to provide Scottish voice to highlight these issues.
• In 1980s, the rise in television and the popularity of MTV and global events like Live Aid meant pop acts  

became wider international stars. 

The Future Features resource allows pupils to watch and listen to young Scottish artists perform and talk about their 
influencing factors nms.ac.uk/futurefeature 

www.nms.ac.uk/futurefeature
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4.  Activities and resources to use in class
Activities
After the exhibition, we suggest some of the following activities back in class:

• Find a Scottish poem and try to set it to music in the style of one of the bands you’ve seen in the exhibition. 
Which band’s style would work with the poem? What instruments and arrangements would you use?

• Design a poster or album cover for one of the artists in the exhibition.
• Try to find out what music venues there are in your local area. How have these changed over time?  

Was there a local dancehall? What is it used for today?
• Choose an artist or band and design an outfit for them to wear that connects to their music.
• People choose musicians as a way of representing their voice and views. It also brings people together,  

breaking down boundaries. What issues or topics do you want current musicians to address? 
 What would make you want to write a song? 

Resources 
Rip It Up online resources 
National Museums Scotland have produced a range of resources including short films, images, and playlists.  
You can listen and watch these before or after your exhibition visit and use them to further inspire some of  
the suggested activities. 
nms.ac.uk/ripitup 

BBC Rip It Up programmes
The BBC have commissioned various programmes in partnership with National Museums Scotland.  
You can listen and watch these before or after your exhibition visit.  
BBC Two Scotland TV programme: bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0bby2f1  
BBC Radio Scotland programme: bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0b6yzzh 

St Cecilia’s Hall
St Cecilia’s Hall is Scotland’s oldest concert venue and they have a huge online database of musical instruments  
from their collection. 
St Cecilia’s Hall museum information: stcecilias.ed.ac.uk/
St Cecilia’s Hall database: collections.ed.ac.uk/mimed

Edinburgh Music Tours  
Edinburgh Music Tours have a blog containing interviews with both heritage and contemporary artists  
plus memories of concerts at past and present music venues. 
glasgowmusiccitytours.com/blog/

5. Questions and feedback
If you have any questions, comments or feedback, please get in touch with us.  
We’d also love to see any work or songs your class produce after visiting the exhibition:
schools@nms.ac.uk 
Facebook: /NationalMuseumsScotland 
Instagram: @NationalMuseumsScotland
Twitter: @NtlMuseumsScot
 #RipItUp

Your class can also suggest a song for our #ripitupplaylist 

https://www.nms.ac.uk/ripitup
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0bby2f1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0b6yzzh
http://www.stcecilias.ed.ac.uk/
collections.ed.ac.uk/mimed
https://glasgowmusiccitytours.com/blog/



