
         
      

 
Introduction to Acquiring Collections by Purchase  

Course Description 

Are you involved in making acquisitions for your collection but have limited 
experience of buying in the market? Would you like to develop confidence in 
purchasing acquisitions and making applications for funding? This workshop aims 
to develop the knowledge and practical skills required to purchase acquisitions for 
your collection. Topics covered include private and commercial sales, bidding at 
auction, commissioning independent valuations and fundraising for acquisitions. 

Hazel Williamson will talk about the advice and support available from the National 
Fund for Acquisitions, David Forsyth will share his experience of buying in the 
market and Sarah Rothwell will talk about acquiring collections with the support of 
an Art Fund New Collecting Award. We will be joined by Rachael Browning to talk 
about the Art Fund’s acquisition programmes, Colin Fraser from auctioneers Lyon 
& Turnbull with practical advice on bidding at auction and Mark Hall from Culture 
Perth & Kinross who will share his recent experience of crowdfunding for 
acquisition. 

This workshop is aimed at participants who have limited or no experience of 
purchasing acquisitions for a public collection.  

Outcomes  

Following this workshop participants should: 
 

• Have gained valuable insights on buying in the market, including at auction 
• Have an overview of the main funding organisations for acquisitions in 

Scotland 
• Have gained practical skills in developing funding applications 
• Know where to go for further information and advice 

Course Leaders 
Dr Hazel Williamson (National Fund for Acquisitions Manager) 
David Forsyth (Principal Curator, Modern and Contemporary History) 
Sarah Rothwell (Curator, Modern and Contemporary Design) 

Advance preparation Participants must complete a pre-workshop questionnaire to highlight specific 
acquisition priorities which will form the basis of discussion 

Cost Free of charge 

No of participants 20 

Venue 

Seminar Room 
National Museum of Scotland 
Chambers Street 
Edinburgh 
EH1 1JF 

  
To book a place on this workshop please visit our Eventbrite page. 

Workshop contact: Fiona Thornton, National and International Partnerships Officer 
f.thornton@nms.ac.uk or 0131 247 4024 

National Training Programme:  
Introduction to Acquiring Collections  
by Purchase 
 
Date 12 September 2019 
Venue National Museum of Scotland 
Time 10:00 – 16:30 
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