
         
      
 

     
Course 
Description 

Ancient Egyptian objects can be found in museums across Scotland, but how did they make 
their way to the UK? How do we tell the complex histories of our collections and how to do we 
represent ancient Egypt in relation to modern Egypt and Egyptians in our displays? 

Between 1880 and 1980, thousands of Egyptian archaeological finds from British excavations 
in Egypt were distributed to hundreds of museums across five continents. The objects that 
made their way to Scotland through this system have many stories to tell. The first part of this 
workshop will look at the structures and methods of distribution of archaeological finds, 
providing specific examples of both Scottish and Egyptian individuals involved in forming 
collections in Scotland, including results from a recent Headley Fellowship with Art Fund 
research project. The second half of this workshop will focus on considering the perspectives 
of Egyptians today and how museums can foster dialogue with Egyptian communities. There 
is a demonstrable interest and demand in Egypt for better information about how artefacts 
excavated by foreign countries were exported and where they are now. Examples of 
engagement will be presented and approaches shared. 

This workshop, in partnership with the AHRC-funded Egypt’s Dispersed Heritage project and 
we will hear about how the project team is engaging with communities in Egypt, and 
participants will have the chance to get involved in this by sharing objects from their 
collections for discussion sessions in Egypt. 

There will also be an opportunity for attendees to discuss shared collections, themes, 
displays ideas and issues arising from the day.   

Outcomes  Following this course, participants should: 
 

• Have an awareness of the methods of distribution 
• Have an increased awareness of where to go for advice 
• Develop an understanding of Egyptian perspectives  
• Consider how to incorporate varied object histories into displays 

Course 
Leaders 

Margaret Maitland, Principal Curator, Ancient Mediterranean 
Dan Potter, Assistant Curator, World Cultures 
Alice Stevenson, Senior Lecturer in Museum Studies, UCL 
Heba Abd el Gawad, Egypt’s Dispersed Heritage Project, UCL 

Advance 
preparation 
required 

Participants must complete the online booking to highlight priority issues for discussion and to 
inform the course leaders about their collections.  Participants must have Egyptian material in 
their collections.  
 
Participants are encouraged to share an object from their collection (an image and some 
information) in advance of the workshop – by Friday 31 January at the latest. This will be 
used for discussion in community engagement session(s) in Egypt led by researcher Heba 
Abd el Gawad, who will feedback at the workshop. 
 
We’d particularly encourage participants to share objects acquired through organised 
expeditions such as the Egypt Exploration Fund/Society, the British School of Archaeology in 
Egypt, John Garstang’s excavations, or ‘fakes’). 

Ancient Egypt and East Asia National Training 
Programme:  
Provenance and Egyptian Perspectives  
 
Date        Friday 21 February 2020 
Venue     National Museum of Scotland, Edinburgh 
Time    10:00-16:30 
 

https://gtr.ukri.org/projects?ref=AH%2FS004580%2F1


Cost Free of charge 

Venue Seminar Room 
National Museum of Scotland 
Chambers Street 
Edinburgh 
EH1 1JF 

 
Travel bursaries are available for this workshop, with support from Art Fund 

For more information, please contact: 
 

Fiona Thornton, National and International Partnerships Officer 
f.thornton@nms.ac.uk or 0131 247 4024 

 
 
                 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
               
 
                          
 

This training is supported by  This training is organised in 
partnership with 

mailto:f.thornton@nms.ac.uk

