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There are four items from the Society Islands. 
 
In the collection is a fly whisk handle (ABDUA: 4024) of whale ivory composed of three 
sections tied with coconut fibre. This object signifying high status is elaborately carved in a 
form resembling a spine, terminating in anthropomorphic faces. One of the end pieces is 
thought to come from another artefact. The piece is of the style associated with carvers 
from the Austral Islands. It presented by Mr Christopher W Nockells in the early 19th century. 
Nockells is known to have travelled in the Pacific from 1816-23.  
 
There are two pieces of barkcloth. Both are decorated with a red fern pattern and were 
collected in the early 19th century. There is also an adze in this collection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have any aspects of the collection been published?  Please provide bibliographic references 
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