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There are 27 items from Tonga. 
 
The most significant item is a carved wooden figure depicting a female deity. It represents 
Sakaunu who is believed to be a goddess that guarded the gate to Pulotu, which is the 
underworld in Tongan mythology. It was probably collected by Reverend David Cargill who 
was a missionary based in Fiji from 1835-40. 
 
The collection includes two headrests, one of which is formed from a single piece of wood to 
form a curved shape with single leg at either end. There are two 19th century pieces of 
barkcloth (ngatu) donated by a Mr Henderson. 
 
There are six clubs of wood in a range of Tongan styles all with finely carved surface 
decoration. The collection also contains six combs and two fish hooks, one of which is a 
trolling lure made of whale bone and turtle shell. 
 
An adze blade of shell is recorded as having been given to a Dr C Dawson by a Tongan chief 
for services rendered. The chief’s name is unknown but the blade is attributed to Nuku’alofa, 
the capital of the Kingdom of Tonga. 
 
Two modern shell items attributed to Tonga appear to be candlesticks made for the tourist 
trade. The same donor also gave two box shaped baskets of woven pandanus with barkcloth 
lining.  
 
 
 

Have any aspects of the collection been published?  Please provide bibliographic references 
if available.  
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