
	  
	  

	  	  
Kathie Murphy 
Buttonhole (2001) 
 
The ‘Buttonhole’ is from Murphy’s Threads Collection, in which 
she places thread into the mould before pouring the resin. It 
allows her to create interesting linear patterns, and add a colour 
contrast to the transparent resin. This piece moves from 
transparent at one end to opaque at the other, achieved by 
pouring the different resins separately, allowing the previous 
layer time to begin to set before pouring the next. The piece of 
jewellery itself is very unusual as a Buttonhole is an uncommon 
object, especially in contemporary jewellery. 
 



	  

About Kathie Murphy  
 
Kathie Murphy graduated from Middlesex Polytechnic in 1990 
following which she completed a Postgraduate Diploma from 
the Glasgow School of Art. She now lives and works in London. 
Murphy is renowned for her use of resin, and her book ‘Resin 
Jewellery’ is a key text on the subject.  
 
Murphy uses resin to make both large one-off statement pieces 
of jewellery, as well as smaller commercial ranges. Polyester 
resin is a liquid plastic that can be set in a rubber mould. Similar 
to casting, this means the same shapes can be made 
repeatedly, although this process can be very slow. Murphy is 
able to make bright, colourful and highly durable pieces of 
jewellery using this technique. 
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