
	
  
	
  

	
  	
  
Peter Chatwin and Pamela Martin 
Dyed Wooden Bangle and Two Dyed Wooden Brooches 
(date unknown) 
 
Chatwin and Martin created this striking bangle by dying and 
laminating layers of sycamore. The placement of the dyed 
pieces of wood creates an elaborate geometric pattern. The 
intricate pattern contrasts with the simple bold circular shape of 
the bangle. The bold dyes have taken to the sycamore in an 
interesting way, demonstrating variations in strength of colour. 
 
The outside edge is painted gold, which highlights the changing 
thickness of the wood. In contrast to this the inner edge has 
been left unpainted, revealing the process of layering many 



	
  

pieces of thin dyed wood. A highly polished finish has been 
used for the surface of the wooden bangle, creating a smooth 
tactile piece.  
 
The two brooches are constructed using the same technique of 
building up layers of dyed sycamore. One of the brooches has 
the outer edge painted gold and the inner edge revealing layers, 
as the bangle does. The other brooch reverses this, making the 
layers more visible on the outside edge. This piece also differs 
with the geometric pattern displayed on the back being quite 
different to the one on the front. Only green dye and the natural 
colour of the wood are used on the back, giving us a glimpse at 
the natural wood. 
 
About Peter Chatwin and Pamela Martin  
 
Peter Chatwin graduated from Birmingham College of Art & 
Design in 1966. Pamela Martin graduated from Loughborough 
College of Art & Design in 1972. 

Chatwin and Martin both originally trained as silversmiths, going 
on to form a partnership in 1981 to research, create and exhibit 
work together. They are now known for their multi-disciplinary 
practice, producing drawings and prints concerned with 
biodiversity and endangered species. The pair delivers lectures 
and workshops alongside their exhibitions and have both taught 
at universities.  
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