
	  
	  

	  	  
Marlene McKibbon 
16 Piece Loop Necklace (2001) 
 
This piece is made from stainless steel and butyrate tubing (a 
man-made plastic material), and consists of 16 identical 
elements which link together to form a chain. 
 
A brilliant example of repetition, each innovative link has a 
curved section of steel tube, with yellow and black straight 
sections of butyrate tube on either side, all held together with 
steel wire. The natural spring of the steel allows the links to be 



	  

separated at any point along the chain, and re-connected in 
different ways.  

 
The necklace has an extremely tactile and playful quality, and 
invites the wearer to engage with the piece and explore the 
movement of the links and how the structure changes and 
adapts when worn. 
 
About Marlene McKibbon 
 
Marlene McKibbon studied at Ulster College of Art from 1972-5 
and the Royal College of Art from 1975-8.  
 
McKibbon lives and works in London and has been running her 
jewellery studio for over 30 years. Working mainly with acrylic, 
Marlene is well known for her simple rhythmic constructions, 
using hand machined and dyed acrylic. More recently, she has 
explored stainless steel and gold, which has enabled her to 
achieve more linear forms. Symmetry, balance, and geometry 
often play a vital role in her wearable and structural designs. 
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