
	  
	  

	  

	  
 
Catherine Hills 
Large Silver and Oxidised Silver Cluster Pendant (2001) 
 
The ‘Large Silver and Oxidised Silver Cluster Pendant’ is one of 
the pieces from Hills’ commercial range of work. Each 
component is cast from a ‘master’; from an original piece that 
she has made, or from a found natural object. She then creates 
a mould, which she uses to make wax multiples, which are then 
cast in silver. This means that she can create several pieces at 
once, and retain the same detail from the ‘master’. Some of the 
components on the pendant are oxidised, meaning they have 
been placed in a chemical solution to change the colour of the 



	  

silver. The casting process is how most of the jewellery you see 
in shops is made, as it is possible to produce many pieces very 
quickly. Now this process is becoming even faster for 
commercial jewellery companies thanks to 3D printing.  
 
About Catherine Hills 
 
Catherine Hills studied at Middlesex University before 
completing an MA from the Royal College of Art in London in 
1993. 
 
She works from her studio in Tunbridge Wells, Kent.  
Hills’ impressive career has included a commission for cufflinks 
for His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales, and creating 
jewellery for the Harry Potter films. She balances creating 
statement work for galleries with a production line of work that is 
faster for her to make, and so ultimately cheaper for customers 
to buy. This is possible through the use of casting.  
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