
	
  
	
  

	
  
 
Felieke van der Leest 
Spermheart (1996) 

 
The brooch ‘Spermheart’ has been crocheted in red textile 
material and stuffed with rubber producing a light but dense and 
spongy object. Materially it is quite a simple composition of a 
combined love heart and sperm shape, which is very easy to 
wear. There is a lack of preciousness in the material, which is 
playful, and it is almost cartoon – like, however it is neatly made 
and finished. It is likely that Van der Leest is making a 
statement about the connection between love and sex however 
as in all of her work, this is left open to interpretation. 
‘Spermheart’ is one of the few pieces by Van der Leest, which 
isn’t based on an animal figurine however it is still one of the 



	
  

best known. It retains it’s own character which is typical in her 
work. 
 
About Felieke van der Leest 
 
Felieke van der Leest studied at the Technical School for Gold 
and Silversmithing in Schoonhoven from 1986 – 1991 and 
Gerrit Rietveld Art Academy in Amsterdam from 1991 – 1996. 
Van der Leest has been living and working in Norway since 
2008. 
 
Van der Leest combines crocheted textiles, plastics and 
precious metals to produce colourful and playful jewellery and 
objects. The bold and very wearable materials used in Van der 
Leest’s work reflect the fun nature of her usually figurative 
pieces. Van der Leest has drawn her main influences from her 
childhood in Emmen, the Netherlands, where she would visit 
the local zoo. Based on her love of animals, Van der Leest 
creates her own world, in which each animal becomes an 
ornamental character and tells it’s own story. Van der Leest has 
exhibited widely throughout her career across Europe, Japan 
and the USA. Her work is in the collections of many private 
collectors, galleries and museums. Some of Van der Leest’s 
pieces are included in the NMS collection. 
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