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Jane Adam
Pod Brooch (2000)

The ‘Pod Brooch’, like much of Adam’s work, is inspired by
natural forms. The outside surface is coloured in deep purples
and blues, with elements of gold. Inside, the surface is covered
in a gold leaf. A pearl is trapped inside the pod, and rolls around
when the piece is worn creating a lovely sound as it touches the
metal. The steel brooch pin is formed from a single piece of
stainless steel wire, using grooves cut into the side of the
aluminium to hold it in place. Like aluminium, steel is incredibly
strong and so even in a thin wire such as this pin, it will retain its
shape.



About Jane Adam

Jane Adam graduated from Manchester Polytechnic in 1981
and the Royal College of Art, London, in 1985. She now lives
and works in London. For more than 30 years she has been a
leading figure in the use of aluminium in contemporary jewellery,
and her work is held in collections around the world including
National Museums Scotland and the V&A, London, as well as
the collection of the Crafts Council.

Adam’s work is colourful and painterly; she transforms the
industrial material of aluminium into delicately formed pieces of
jewellery. To colour the aluminium, Adam uses the process of
anodising. This technique involves the aluminium being placed
into acid with an electric current running through it. This causes
a layer of aluminium oxide to develop on the surface, which can
then be dyed. Her pieces are then pressed through a rolling mill,
causing the surface to crack, known as ‘crazing’, and allows the
colours to spread.

The resulting work is strong and light, and so she is able to use
thin sheets that retain their shape, and are comfortable to wear.
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