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Carol Mather
Articulated Stag Beetle Brooch (date unknown)

This large kinetic brooch is typical in style of Mather’s detailed,
wildlife inspired work.

The beetle form has been constructed by hand from flat base
metal sheet; the pieces have all been cut, formed and then
soldered together. Some of the pieces have had detail and
pattern etched into them before the colour has been added. The
wings have been riveted to the body, allowing them to open out
to reveal the body or close over to hide it, just as real beetles do.
Adding this kinetic aspect to the piece creates interaction
between the wearer/viewer and the brooch.



On the back, the pin has been kinked to echo the domed shape
of the beetle body, so it is at the correct angle to fit into the
catch. This detail is a clever solution to the problem of attaching
a brooch back to a surface, which is not completely flat.

Mather demonstrates technical metal working techniques in this
piece, using a lot of time consuming techniques and adding a
lot of detail.

About Carol Mather

Carol Mather graduated from Manchester Metropolitan
University in 1987.

Mather is well known for her detailed silver sculptures, which
often function as tableware, decorative boxes and paper knives.
Her jewellery act as miniature sculptures to be worn. Mather's
style of creating three-dimensional animals and birds from sheet
is very recognisable. A love of wildlife is very evident in her
work, which follows the Victorian tradition of incorporating
animals in jewellery pieces.
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