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Maura Heslop
Steel Man Brooch (date unknown)

The ‘Steel Man Brooch’ is made from a scrap off-cut of steel. To
transfer her drawing onto the surface of the metal, Heslop has
used the process of etching (note that she has also etched her
name onto the back of the piece.) Her drawing is childlike and
lively, and there is humour in the details of the piece, such as
his three fingers on each hand and three toes on each foot, his
rather fashionable, swirly coat, and his jaunty hat. He is holding
a yellow circle in his hand, and as his pockets are turned inside
out; perhaps it was kept in one of those. Was the circle added
as a final touch of decoration, or was it already on the scrap she
chose to work with? We don’t know if the piece started or
finished at that point, but the man seems happy either way.



About Maura Heslop

Maura Heslop studied at Middlesex Polytechnic before setting
up a studio in Clerkenwell, London. Heslop no longer works as
a designer maker under her own name, and now runs the
fashion jewellery label Lucky Little Blighters.

Much of Heslop’s work as a designer maker was focused on the
process of etching as a way to draw on metal. Heslop would
cover the surface in a stop-out varnish, and then draw her
image to expose the areas she wanted to etch. The varnish acts
as a resist, meaning the rest of the metal is unaffected by the
acid.
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