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Karin Wagner
Felt Ring (2000)

Felt making is a traditional process in which wool or synthetic
fibres are compressed and matted together to create a light,
strong and thick material. Wet felting is one of several methods
in which warm soapy water is applied to fibres and they are
repeatedly agitated and compressed. It could be that Wagner
used this process to sculpt the ring and then refine it using
needle felting. This is a popular technique for producing 2D or
3D felted accessories. Wagner’s ring, although dense, is soft
and light. It does not feature any floral features, as are typical of



Wagner’s work, but is perhaps an early sample of Wagner
refining her technique.

About Karin Wagner

Karin Wagner has a primary background in fashion, textiles and
costume, which later developed into a jewellery practice based
on felt making. Wagner established her own label in 1998 and
has since exhibited across Europe, winning prestigious awards
such as the Innovation Prize at jewellery fair ‘Inhorgenta’ in
Munich, 2004.

Wagner’s jewellery is bold, colourful and often directly
influenced by fashion and floral forms. She says about jewellery
making in felt — ‘getting from the wool to the finished product
requires a great deal of patience and dedication.’

Wagner was initially resistant to the idea of the felt making
process, however, came round to the idea when playing with a
piece of wool yarn around her finger, and imagining how the
material could be used decoratively.
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