
	
  

	
  	
  
Russell Wright 
Silver European Chain Mail Bracelet (2000) 
 
This piece is made almost entirely from Sterling Silver links, but 
looking carefully, you may notice one gold link in amongst them. 
This is an identifying feature of Russell Wright’s work.  
 
The piece has been constructed by linking together silver wire 
circles, which have been made by wrapping wire around a 
cylindrical shape to create a tight spiral. This is then carefully 
cut down one side with a jeweller’s piercing saw to create 
numerous open circle links. These links have been connected 
together by hand using traditional chain mail methods to create 
the bracelet form. The multiple links make the structure strong, 
yet flexible.  



	
  

 
Traditionally, hallmarking symbols are placed in a subtle place, 
but Russell has chosen to make a feature of them on a large 
tubular section of silver. Each symbol has significance - notice 
the maker’s individual stamp with his initials RW, the leopard 
head which relates to the London Assay Office where the piece 
was tested for its precious metal properties, and the number 
925, which signifies the piece is made from Sterling Silver. 
 
About Russell Wright  
 
Self-taught, Russell Wright lives and works in London and has 
been a practicing jeweller since the late 1990s.  
 
Inspired by the manufacturing techniques of European and 
Japanese chain mail, he has also developed an interest in the 
variety of hand-made chains and clasps. 
 
He works mainly in precious materials such as sterling silver 
and gold, focusing on ring linking. He is primarily concerned 
with how jewellery feels to the wearer, and through this ring 
linking technique he is able to create fluid pieces from otherwise 
hard materials.  
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