
Rachel Darbourne 
Bracelet (2000) (piece broken)

This large statement bangle has been created from many layers 
of plastic bags. The artist developed a specific technique of 
cutting discs of plastic bags then folding and layering them to 
create this elegant ruffled effect. The discs have been threaded 
onto elastic, similar to the process of beading a necklace. 

By folding the pink discs of plastic inside the orange ones she 
has created extra depth to the work. Each gap in a fold provides 



a glimpse into another calmer colour, breaking up the vibrant 
orange.  

This is an excellent example of up-cycling as Darbourne has 
taken a material which is not highly valued and increased its 
value by transforming it into a beautiful tactile piece. In doing 
this she raises issues of value and preciousness. The polythene, 
which would have remained a plastic bag, is now treated as an 
art piece. 

About Rachel Darbourne 

Rachel Darbourne graduated from Middlesex University with a 
BA (Hons) in Jewellery in 1994 and from Birmingham School of 
Jewellery with a MA in Jewellery, Silversmithing and Related 
Products in 2013.  

Darbourne is primarily concerned with ideas of value and worth. 
She uses alternative materials to address issues of 
consumerism. Creating contemporary jewellery pieces from 
what she considers undervalued materials, she prompts people 
to question the value they place on things they use and wear. 
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